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As you study this lesson, keep the statement below in mind as you give biblical 
responses to the questions. 
 
The starting place whenever we deal with “forgiving others” must always begin 
with the question, “What do I have in my ‘forgiveness account’?] How much 
forgiveness have I needed and received?” 
 
 
Read Genesis 50:17-21. 
 
Joseph makes a very powerful statement in Genesis 50:19. What does this statement 
have to do with Joseph’s ability to forgive his brothers? 
 
We see in these verses that Joseph didn’t just say he forgave his brothers, he reconciled 
with them. Is it true forgiveness to say we forgive somebody but do not reconcile with 
them? Why or why not? 
 
 
In what ways did Joseph reconcile with his brothers?  
 
 
 
 
What do the following verses in Matt. 18:21-35 say about: 
 

a. the forgiveness we are to show others? 
 

 
b. the consequences of a failure to forgive others?  

 
 



The familiar saying, “Don’t get mad, just get even” sums up the world’s philosophy 

of how to deal with someone who wrongs you. But in contrast to the world’s way, God 

prescribes a radical approach when we are wronged: Read Ephesians 4:32. What is 

God’s radical approach to responding when we are wronged?  

 

 

Give an example of what this looks like? 

 

 
Read Hebrews 12:15. How can we root out bitterness and truly forgive those who 
have wronged us? 
 
 
 
 
John Calvin says, “Ignorance of our own faults is the only cause that renders us 

unwilling to forgive our brethren.” 

Review the definitions of the following from the previous Bible lessons. 

a. Debt 

 

b. Trespasses 

 

c. Transgression 

 

d. Iniquities 

 

e. Debtors 

 

In light of these definitions, why should we be willing to forgive everyone who offends 

us? 



Personal Time of Meditation 
 
A. What forgiveness IS NOT.  

1. Forgiveness is not just ignoring those who wrong us.  

2. Forgiveness is more than a refusal to strike a blow for blow, eye for an eye, or a tooth for 

tooth. A person can refrain from such and still harbor bitterness and ill will. 3. Forgiveness is 

not ignoring the sin. a. God does not overlook sins . . . and neither should His people. b. 

Jesus said — . . . If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 

Luke 17:3  

4. Forgiveness is not putting the offender on probation while we discuss how inexcusable his 

behavior was, and then promise to forgive if no further offenses are forthcoming.  

We can tell if we have forgiven another by taking the “Have I Really Forgiven My 

Offender” test.  

1. Do I secretly rejoice when I hear of some misfortune assailing my offender?  

2. Do I purposefully avoid his presence?  

3. Do I speak to him hesitatingly and only under duress?  

4. Do I vividly remember the wrong committed?  

5. Do I ever sit in silence and meditate and brood over the wrong done to me?  

6. If a particular circumstance arose related to the offender demanding prayer, would I 

happily and anxiously go to God in his behalf?  

HOW ARE YOU TO FORGIVE?  
A. Forgive from your heart . . . not just from your mouth.  

B. We must forgive as Christ forgives:  

1. Freely — no constraints.  

2. Abundantly — no “piece-meals”  

3. Immediately — no time payments.  

4. Finally — does not bring it up again.  

5. Uncalculatingly — time and again.  
 

 


